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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Claims 1-1 1 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 6,389,181 to Shaffer et al. 

With regard to claim 1 , Shaffer discloses a method for organizing images, 
comprising: 

analyzing images (column 2, lines 44-46); 

detecting attributes of the images (column 2, lines 44-46); 

comparing the detected attributes to identify images having a similar attribute 
(column 2, lines 44-46, see categorize); and 

associating images having the similar attribute to automatically generate an 
attribute-based album (column 2, lines 47-54). 



With regard to claim 2, Shaffer discloses the method of claim 1, wherein 
detecting attributes comprises detecting content attributes (column 5, lines 50-62). 
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With regard to claim 3, Shaffer discloses the method of claim 2, wherein 
detecting content attributes comprises detecting faces contained in the images column 
6, lines 8-17). 

With regard to claim 4, Shaffer discloses the method of claim 2, wherein 
detecting content attributes comprises detecting scenes contained in the images 
(column 7, lines 40-51 and lines 60-67 and column 8, lines 31-38). 

With regard to claim 5, Shaffer discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
detecting attributes comprises detecting time attributes (column 5, lines 55-62). 

With regard to claim 6, Shaffer discloses the method of claim 5, wherein 
detecting time attributes comprises detecting dates and times of day on which images 
were captured (column 4, lines 11-20). 

With regard to claim 7, Shaffer discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
comparing the detected attributes comprises comparing image attributes stored in a 
database associated with original images (column 5, lines 45-62). 
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With regard to claim 8, Shaffer discloses the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising storing images downloaded on a particular date in a date-based folder within 
a protected originals folder (column 5, lines 55-67). Shaffer discloses grouping images 
from a single or multiple target dates. This is interpreted as a "date-based folder." 

With regard to claim 9, Shaffer discloses the method of claim 8, further 
comprising creating a date-based album separate from the date-based folder that 
identifies images stored in the date-based folder (column 5, lines 55-67 and column 9, 
lines 28-40). Shaffer discloses grouping images into groups or folders or files of 
images, then the images are assembled into an album or collage or appropriate output 
display. 

With regard to claim 10, Shaffer discloses the method of claim 9, wherein 
creating a date-based album comprises creating a database that identifies the locations 
of the images stored in the date-based folder (column 7, lines 40-51 and lines 60-67 
and column 8, lines 31-38 and column 9, lines 28-40). Shaffer discloses grouping 
images into any number/kind of groups, one example is the grouping by scene/location 
metadata. 
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With regard to claim 1 1 , Shaffer discloses the method of claim 10, further 
comprising storing in the date-based album modified versions of images stored in the 
date-based folder (column 7, lines 40-51 and lines 60-67 and column 8, lines 31-38 and 
column 9, lines 28-40). Here the discussion of claim 9 applies. Once images are 
grouped they are then put into a display album or collage. 

With regard to claim 23, Shaffer discloses a method for locating images, 
comprising: 

prompting a user to identify at least one image attribute (column 4, lines 1 5-25); 

receiving an identified image attribute (Column 4, lines 15-25); 

analyzing at least one database of image attributes to identify images comprising 
the identified attribute (column 4, lines 6-15 and column 5, lines 1-62, customer 
preference dictates attributes used to group pictures); and 

presenting the identified images to the user (column 5, lines 58-62, see photo- 
collage). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12-22 and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,389,181 to Shaffer et al. and 5,784,461 to Shaffer at 

al., hereinafter referred to as [Shaffer96]. 



With regard to claim 12, Shaffer discloses a method for organizing images, 
comprising: 

analyzing images by detecting content attributes contained in the images and 
time attributes that indicate when the images were captured (column 5, lines 55-67); 

comparing the content attributes and the time attributes of images to identify 
images having a common attribute (column 5, lines 55-67); and 

automatically generating an attribute-based album that comprises images having 
the common attribute (column 5, lines 58-62, see photo-collage). 

Shaffer does not explicitly disclose storing the images in a protected originals 
folder in which images are protected from deletion and modification. Storing protected 
data to preserve original content and to allow access by authorized users is exceedingly 
well known in the art. [Shaffer96] discloses a protected storage for selective access to 
images (column 2, lines 24-44 and Fig. 1, element 22). [Shaffer96] teaches allowing 
secure access to original image data thereby providing image service only authorized 
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users. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to store the original images of Shaffer in a protected storage as taught 
by [Shaffer96] in order to allow access to only authorized users and to preserve original 
image content. 

The combination of Shaffer and [Shaffer96] do not explicitly disclose creating a 
date-based album comprising a database that identifies locations of images stored in 
the protected originals folder that were downloaded on a particular date and modified 
versions of those images, if any. Shaffer discloses storing and categorizing images 
according to their date and time as well as content to create date/time and content 
based albums as discussed above and [Shaffer96] discloses storing images in a 
protected folder, but neither not explicitly discloses storing the images in a data base 
that identifies locations of images in the originals folder and modified versions of the 
images. However storing images or any files along with metadata detailing 
creation/download date and each modification date is extremely common practice. For 
example, Narayen discloses a photo album creation process similar to that of Shaffer in 
which the metadata includes the date the file was modified (Figs. 12A-12C and column 
14, lines 20-34). It is also well known in the art and as taught by Shaffer to group image 
files according to any combination of metadata. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to create a database containing information about the 
modified images along with protected original images as taught by the combination of 
the mentioned references. 
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With regard to claim 13, Shaffer discloses wherein detecting content attributes 
comprises detecting faces and scenes contained in the images (column 6, lines 10-17). 

With regard to claim 14, Shaffer discloses wherein detecting time attributes 
comprises determining the dates and times of day on which the images were captured 
(column 5, lines 55-67). 

With regard to claim 15, Shaffer discloses wherein automatically generating an 
attribute-based album comprises creating a database that identifies locations of the 
images comprising the common attribute whether stored in the protected originals folder 
or the date-based album (column 2, lines 45-54). Shaffer discloses analyzing multiple 
images to create an attribute based database of images that is able to group images 
according to any number of features. It only follows that with the combined teachings of 
Shaffer, [Shaffer96], and Narayen that images are identified from multiple locations in 
order to form the groupings for the album generation. 

With regard to claim 16, Shaffer discloses wherein analyzing images further 
comprises querying a user for identification information regarding at least one of a 
detected face or scene (column 4, lines 15-26 and column 6, lines 8-18). Shaffer 
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discloses user input and face recognition/detection as well as a customer profile for 
maintaining customer preferences. 

With regard to claim 17, Shaffer discloses storing identification information 
provided by the user in response to the querying (column 4, lines 10-26, see customer 
profile). 

With regard to claim 18, Shaffer discloses the method of claim 12, further 
comprising storing results of the image analysis (column 6, lines 40-46). Shaffer 
discloses iterating (i.e. storing and repeating the image analysis. The discussion of 
claim 12 applies to the feature of storing the results in at least one database under the 
protected originals folder. The motivation to store anything in a protected space is to 
allow only authorized access. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention to store the image analysis results in a protected 
space as taught by [Shaffer96] as discussed in claim 12. 

With regard to claim 19, the discussion of claim 18 applies. Also Shaffer 
discloses analyzing content in a body of images. The body of image being in a 
protected folder or an unprotected folder would still allow for analyzing and categorizing. 
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With regard to claim 20, Shaffer discloses a system for organizing images, 
comprising: 

means for detecting attributes of images (column 2, lines 40-45); 

means for comparing the attributes of images to identify images having a 
common attribute (column 2, lines 45-52); and 

means for automatically generating an attribute-based album that comprises 
images having the common attribute (column 2, lines 50-54). 

Shaffer does not disclose means for storing the images in a protected originals 
folder. Storing protected data to preserve original content and to allow access by 
authorized users is exceedingly well known in the art. [Shaffer96] discloses a protected 
storage for selective access to images (column 2, lines 24-44 and Fig. 1 , element 22). 
[Shaffer96] teaches allowing secure access to original image data thereby providing 
image service only authorized users. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to store the original images of Shaffer in a 
protected storage as taught by [Shaffer96] in order to allow access to only authorized 
users and to preserve original image content. 

The combination of Shaffer and [Shaffer96] do not explicitly disclose creating a 
date-based album comprising a database that identifies locations of images stored in 
the protected originals folder that were downloaded on a particular date and modified 
versions of those images, if any. Shaffer discloses storing and categorizing images 
according to their date and time as well as content to create date/time and content 
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based albums as discussed above and [Shaffer96] discloses storing images in a 
protected folder, but neither not explicitly discloses storing the images in a data base 
that identifies locations of images in the originals folder and modified versions of the 
images. However storing images or any files along with metadata detailing 
creation/download date and each modification date is extremely common practice. For 
example, Narayen discloses a photo album creation process similar to that of Shaffer in 
which the metadata includes the date the file was modified (Figs. 12A-12C and column 
14, lines 20-34). It is also well known in the art and as taught by Shaffer to group image 
files according to any combination of metadata. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to create a database containing information about the 
modified images along with protected original images as taught by the combination of 
the mentioned references. 

With regard to claim 21 , Shaffer discloses wherein the means for detecting 
comprise means for detecting content attributes including faces and scenes and means 
for determining dates and times of day when the images were captured (column 6, lines 
10-17 and column 5, lines 50-62). 

With regard to claim 22, Shaffer discloses wherein the means for automatically 
generating an attribute-based album comprise means for creating a database that 
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identifies locations of the images comprising the common attribute (column 5, lines 50- 
62). 



With regard to claim 24, Shaffer discloses an image management system stored 
on a computer-readable medium (Figs. 1, 2 and 4), comprising: 

an image analysis module that includes logic that is configured to detect content 
attributes contained in the images and time attributes that indicate when the images 
were captured (column 2, lines 44-50 and column 5, lines 50-62); and 

an album generation module that includes logic that is configured to 
automatically-generate attribute-based albums that comprise images having at least 
one common attribute (column 2, lines 45-54 and column 5, lines 55-62). 

Shaffer does not explicitly disclose an image storage module that includes logic 
that is configured to store images in a protected originals folder in which images are 
protected from deletion and modification. Storing protected data to preserve original 
content and to allow access by authorized users is exceedingly well known in the art. 
[Shaffer96] discloses a protected storage for selective access to images (column 2, 
lines 24-44 and Fig. 1, element 22). [Shaffer96] teaches allowing secure access to 
original image data thereby providing image service only authorized users. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
store the original images of Shaffer in a protected storage as taught by [Shaffer96] in 
order to allow access to only authorized users and to preserve original image content. 
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The combination of Shaffer and [Shaffer96] do not explicitly disclose storing 
modified versions of the images in date-based albums. Shaffer discloses storing and 
categorizing images according to their date and time as well as content to create 
date/time and content based albums as discussed above and [Shaffer96] discloses 
storing images in a protected folder, but neither not explicitly discloses storing the 
images in a data base that identifies locations of images in the originals folder and 
modified versions of the images. However storing images or any files along with 
metadata detailing creation/download date and each modification date is extremely 
common practice. For example, Narayen discloses a photo album creation process 
similar to that of Shaffer in which the metadata includes the date the file was modified 
(Figs. 12A-12C and column 14, lines 20-34). It is also well known in the art and as 
taught by Shaffer to group image files according to any combination of metadata. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to create a 
database containing information about the modified images along with protected original 
images as taught by the combination of the mentioned references. 

With regard to claim 25, Shaffer discloses wherein the logic of the image analysis 
module is configured to detect faces and scenes contained in the images and to 
determine dates and times of day when the images were captured (column 6, lines 10- 
17 and column 5, lines 50-62). 
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With regard to claim 26, Shaffer discloses wherein the logic of the album 
generation module is configured to compare the content attributes and the time 
attributes of images to identify images having a common attribute (column 5, lines 50- 
62). 

With regard to claim 27, Shaffer discloses an image search module that includes 
logic configured to search databases of image attributes to locate particular images 
desired by a user (column 5, lines 45-62 and column 2, lines 44-54 and column 4, lines 
6-25). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wes Tucker whose telephone number is 571-272-7427. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on 571-272-2214. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Wes Tucker 
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